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Historical Background of Peace Poles and Peace Monuments

The concept of the Peace Pole began with Mr. Masahisa Goi of Japan.
The Universal Message for World Peace, May Peace Prevail On Earth, was authored in 1955.

In 1976, the idea of placing the Peace Message and Prayer on poles began to gain popularity.

The tradition of dedicating Peace Poles and the universal message for world peace began with Mr.
Masahisa Goi of Japan after World War Il and the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The
Universal Message for World Peace, May Peace Prevail On Earth, was authored in 1955. In a
moment of great inspiration, Masahisa Goi awakened to the need to spread this message in the
hearts of the global community for the attainment of inner and outer peace. This phrase, “May
Peace Prevail on Earth,” has been adopted as a registered trademark of the World Peace

Sanctuary.

Masahisa Goi encouraged creative ways to carry the message to public view. In 1976, the idea of
placing the Peace Message and Prayer on poles began to gain popularity. This was the firstimpulse
which led to the beginnings of the Peace Pole Project. The first Peace Poles outside of Japan began

to appear in towns and cities around the world in the early 1980s.

There are estimated over 250,000 Peace Poles around the world dedicated as monuments to
peace. Planting a Peace Pole is a way of bringing people together to inspire, awaken and uplift the
human consciousness the world over. It is a wonderful project for any community, organization, or
your home. Peace Poles are now recognized as the most prominent international symbol and
monument to peace. They remind us to think, speak and act in the spirit of peace and harmony, and
they stand as a silent visual for peace to prevail on earth. Itis an all-inclusive message and prayer
to bring people of all faiths, backgrounds and cultures together to understand and embrace our

common bonds.

Peace Monument dedications are intended to be personal and community-based events. Some
dedication ceremonies include songs, chimes, bells, drums, and dance. Other ceremonies include
the planting of a time capsule, the release of doves, and the planting of a Hibaku Jomoku  #§iS#iA

(Atomic Bomb survivor tree).
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Considerations for Creating or Purchasing a Peace Monument

Peace Monuments can take many forms, from traditional Peace Poles, to Monuments, to Statuary,
to Landscape elements or gardens.

Peace Poles can take many forms, and some may not resemble poles at all, but be more in the
form of monuments to peace. Peace Poles are often made of Wood, Metal, Granite, Limestone,
native rocks, or other metals; but may be nothing more than a gathering of seats, sitting stones, or
plantings with signs expressing wishes for world peace. Recently Peace Poles made from vinyl or
plastic are also becoming popular as a less expensive alternative. The Peace Pole or monument
usually displays the phrase “May Peace Prevail on Earth” along with the same or a phrase with
similar meaning or intent written in 4 — 14 of the most common languages of the demographic area
where the pole is being placed. The languages not only include traditional settler and current
census languages but also indigenous languages of the area. It is critical to validate any
translations planned for the Peace Pole by having a native speaker of the language verify the correct
spelling of the phrase. Braille plagues and American Sign Language are also often depicted on the

pole. Some poles also include Rotary or other emblems.

The decision on what materials make the best Peace Monument is very personal and is often based
on individual values, the location of the monument, and other considerations of importance to the

creators or community. Factors that may influence the type of materials include:

A. Cost of the materials.

e Whenever possible, itis recommended that local materials and crafts people be used when
creating the monument.

e Localsculptors, school and university arts departments, local monument or memorial
makers, local foundries are all good sources of materials and crafts people. The costs of
services are often reduced or donated.

B. Cost of shipping.
e Totalweightis a significant consideration when evaluating shipping costs.
e International shipping, import tariffs, and other regulatory fees can be prohibitive and are

often 2-3 times the purchase cost of the monument materials.
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C. Availability of materials.
For nature materials, locally sourced items generally have the greatest availability. Poles made
from plastic or vinyl have universal availability as these materials are broadly manufactured for
use in a wide variety of modern products. Due to the widespread manufacture and use of
plastics and vinyl, the cost of these materials is often considerably less than natural
alternatives.

D. Durability of the materials.
Each Peace Monument project should be planned to last as long as possible. A goal of at least
100 years is reasonable. Materials that have the longest durability tend to be rock, metal, and
plastic. Depending upon the type of wood chosen, long-term durability can be achieved. Class
one durability (25 years+) of wood products can be achieved with certain woods

(https://www.woodworkersuk.co.uk/timber-durability/). The environment where the wood

monuments are placed can have an impact on the durability of the wood. High moisture
content can contribute to wood rot in many species.

E. Environmental sustainability or impact.
Most materials that are derived from a natural environment will have little to no impact on
environmental sustainability. There has recently been some concern expressed with the impact
of micro-plastics on the environment. The use of plastic or vinyl peace poles should be
evaluated for the potential of environmental impact and measured against costs, availability,
cultural viewpoints.

F. Cultural or aesthetic impact.
The cultural or aesthetic impact of the monument is a personal choice. When Peace Poles are
place at historical or environmentally sensitive locations, the “look” of the monument is
critically important to the property stewards. This factor needs serious consideration when

designing and creating the monument

The site for the planting of the Peace Pole should have significance to the community and be in a

publicly accessible location whenever possible.
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Common Elements of the Peace Monument Dedication Ceremony (things to consider)

Remember to invite the local media, dignitaries, community leaders to the event. Arrange for still
photography and videography.

Arrange to have an American Sign Language interpreter present.

For multiple speakers or participant presentations consider the use of a talking stick.

A. Welcome

e Audible signal indicating the start of the ceremony (ringing of the Rotary Bell, Hindu singing
bowl, the banging of a drum, the sounding of a conch shell horn or a horn trump).

e Statement of welcome to the participants.

e History and purpose of the Peace Pole (Masahisa Goi and the Universal Message of World

Peace)
B. Land Acknowledgement or Welcome by an Indigenous/First Nations member.

C. Acknowledgement of the groups involved in the planning, funding, and planting of the Peace

Pole.

D. Acknowledgment of the various governmental, religious, civic, cultural, ethnic groupsin

attendance.
E. Speaker(s)

Deliver a message on the importance of World Peace and how we can contribute to this

endeavor.
F. Songs, dance, poetry, quotation reading as desired.

G. Planting of the Peace Pole (if not previously done). Have the hole already dug to ease the

process. Larger, heavy poles should probably be planted prior to the event.

e Ifthe pole was previously planted, consider a drape to cover the pole until revealed
during the ceremony.
e Consider a consecration activity that is meaningful to the attendees at large. (e.g., Sage

smudging)
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e Consider a ceremonial speech, poem or other “blessing” that is meaningful to the

attendees at large.

H. If atime capsuleisincluded, discuss the intent and content of the time capsule. Perhaps, read

some selected content. Then plant the time capsule in a pre-dug hole.

I. IfaHibakuJomoku isincluded, discuss the history of the tree. Place the tree in the spot to be

planted (plant after the event)
J. Pledge of Peace (Waterton Glacier International Peace Park Pledge of Peace or other)

“In the name of all we hold sacred, we will not take up arms against each other. We will work for
peace, maintain liberty, strive for freedom, and demand equal opportunities for all. May the

long-existing peace between our nations stimulate other peoples to follow this example.”
K. Closing

e Release of doves (if planned)
e Holding of hands around the pole, shaking of hands, etc. as desired.

e Audible signalto end the ceremony (bell, bowl, drum, conch shell horn, etc.)
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